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AKTU to set up Lucknow chapter of Startup Accelerator India
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Dr APJ Abdul Kalam Technical University (AKTU) will set up the Lucknow chapter of Startup Accelerator India (SAI) to promote startups
and to incubate innovative ideas among students, its vice-chancellor Vinay Pathak announced on Tuesday. (Courtesy/aktu.ac.in)

Dr APJ Abdul Kalam Technical University (AKTU) will set up the Lucknow chapter of Startup Accelerator India (SAI) to
promote startups and to incubate innovative ideas among students, its vice-chancellor Vinay Pathak announced on
Tuesday.

The decision was announced at the inaugural session of the two-day Dr APJ Abdul Kalam Memorial International Youth
Conference jointly organised by Kalam Centre and AKTU in Lucknow, a day before the Missile Man’s first death
anniversary on July 27.

The university will sign a memorandum of understanding with Startup Accelerator India under Anand Govindaluri,
managing director and chief executive of Singapore-based Govin Capital.

Lucknow will be the third chapter of SAI and will fund startups in healthcare in general, big data and EdTech as well as
social entrepreneurs. It is already supporting two such initiatives in Visakhapatnam and Pune.

To invite ideas, a competition called Kalam Techno-preneurial Business Plan Challenge will be held to select the best
workable ideas for funding.

Read more: SBI signs MoU with [IT Bombay to promote startups(_http://www.hindustantimes.com/education/sbi-signs-
mou-with-iit-bombay-to-promote-startups/story-SHn5Qn80GqyBVijKk5 1 kpON.html

“We will help engineering college students, [ITians and medical students to be a part of this grand initiative. As many as
40-50 ideas will be picked for the event,” Govindaluri, who was appointed to the advisory board to mentor Kalam Centre,
said.

Srijan Pal Singh, a graduate from IIM Ahmedabad who co-authored several books with Kalam, convinced Anand to
associate with the project.

It will also invite women and those working in the social sector to participate in the event.
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